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Abstract

A total of 170 samples were examined for bacterial pathogens after staining with Wright’s stain.
These included oral swabs, nasal swabs, blood samples, impression smears and tissues from
different parts of respiratory tract showing pulmonary lesions. Out of these, only 36 samples
(21.17%) collected from clinically ill animals or morbid tissues were showing respiratory tract
infection suggestive of respiratory tract infection of bacterial origin which were further processed
for microbiological examinations. Pasteurella multocida and E.coli were isolated from 7(19.44%) and
11 samples (30.55%) out of 36 samples respectively in pure culture. The remaining samples did
not reveal any bacterial growth.
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Introduction

Goats are important part of rural economy, particularly in the arid, semi-arid and mountainous
regions of the country. As compared to large ruminants sheep and goats often show a greater
resistance towards pathogens. However, respiratory difficulties in goats often get complicated by
organisms like Pasteurella leading to death (Brogden et al., 1998). Pasteurellosis is one of the most
common diseases of cattle, sheep and goats throughout the world. Outbreaks usually lead to high
mortality and great economic loss to the ruminant industry.

Pasteurella multocida and Mannheimia haemolytica are commonly found in the upper respiratory
tract of healthy goats. They are small, non-motile, Gram-negative coccobacilli of the family
pasteurellaceae. Pneumonia caused by P. multocida and M. haemolyticacan lead to significantly
decreased growth performance. These two pathogens cause outbreaks of acute pneumonia in goats
of all ages (Falade, 2002). The present study was carried out to isolate pathogens from respiratory
tract of goats.

Materials and Methods

Oral swabs, nasal swabs and blood samples were collected aseptically from clinically ill animals
and immediately placed in sterile test tube containing Brain heart infusion (BHI) broth. Tissues of
respiratory tracts were also aseptically collected from goats immediately after slaughter in 0.9%
sterile normal saline for microbial isolation. Brain heart infusion broth containing oro-nasal swabs
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