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Reproductive disorders in Corriedale ewes
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ABSTRACT

Reproductive disorders of Corriedale ewes were studied for twelve years (1992-2003) at Sheep research station,
SKUAST-K, Srinagar. The reproductive disorders recorded were dry ewes. abortion, stilibirths, dystocia. famb died due to
dystocia, ewes died before lambing and retained placenta. The occurrence of reproductive disorders varied significantly among the
years. Out of total reproductive disorders, dry ewe percentage was highest (2.19 to 80.86 %: Av. 23.62 %) and retained placenta
was lowest (0.03%). Incidence of other disorders recorded were abortion 0.25 %, still births 1.60 %, dystocia 1.23 %, lamb died
due to dystocia 0.43% and ewes died before lambing 6.87 %. The incidence of lamb mortality within 24 hours (0 to 2.86 %; Av.
1.04 %), lambs died due to poor mothering ability (0 to 4.5 %; Av. 1.31 %) and mastitis (0 to 1.90 %; Av. 0.71 %) varied

significantly among the years.
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Reproductive disorders in livestock are of great
mic concern to the farmers as it directly hampers
duction of flocks in many ways. Different infertility
ms like abortion, still births, dry ewes, and repeat
ng etc. cause wastage of precious productive life
fthe farm livestock. Sheep is a seasonal breeder
if te region where the autumn breeding is
oy practiced and missing of one breeding season
> heavy economic loss to the poor owners. Scientific
iement of sheep flocks is an important pathway
dicating the root causes of the infertility problems
augment lamb crop production and thereby, the
mic upliftment of the poor owners. The proper
se of the problem is essential to find out the control
res and also to focus the research priorities. The
it study was attempted to study the extent of
:nt reproductive disorders in Corriedale sheep in
anized farm of Kashmir.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The data pertaining to reproductive traits of
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Corriedale sheep available at University Sheep Research
Station, Shuhama were studied from 1992 to 2003. The
number of ewes put for breeding was recorded from the
yearly breeding plan maintained at the Farm. The year
wise incidence of dry ewes (ewes put for breeding but
did not conceive), abortion, stillbirths, dystocia, death of
new born lambs and retained placenta was calculated
from the lambing records. The number of breedable ewes
died from the time of breeding up to the end of the lambing
period (September to March) was also screened for each
year.

Different parameters were studied based on the
following formula:

Ewes put for breeding ~ (Ewes
lambed + still births + abortion +
lambs died due to dystocia + ewes

died before lambin
% of dry ewes = £ X 100
Ewes put for breeding

Numb
% of Dystocia = umber of occurrence X 100
Ewes lambed
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