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Serum testosterone profile in breeding rams 
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ABSTRACT 

Serum testosterone profile of Patanwadi and half bred Merino rams was studied to ascertain the effect of 
breed. season and semen collection stimulus. Patanwadi rams had a significantly higher concentration of hormone 
(6 .1 :! ± 0.39 ngtml.) with a concomitant rise during the breeding season (6.89 ± 0.61 ng/ml.) in comparison to half 
bred Merinos (4.58 ± 0.37 ngtml.). In both the breeds. testosterone increased significantly just prior to semen 
collection. 7.38 ± 0.53 and 6.00 ± 0.43 ng/ml.; and thereafter decreased to lowest following 60 minutes later to 
ejaculation. 4.89 ± 0.48 and 3.12 ± 0.49 ng/ml. in Patanwadi and cross bred rams, respectively. It was concluded from 
the results that blood serum testosterone profile was influenced by the breed and semen collection stimulus in 
both breeds while. seasonal variations were restricted to only Patanwadi rams. 
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Testosterone controls the libido and matfog 
behaviors of the male animals beside its stimulatory effect 
on sperm maturation in the epididymis. The release of 
hormone is episodic. and has been reported t9 be 
influenced by the various factors like breed, season of 
the year and exposure of rams with estrus ewes " female 
effect" (Boland et al .. 1985; Perkins et al., 1992; Gastel 
et al .. I 995. Knight el al., 1998 and Sarlos et al., 1996). 
However. information on serum testosterone on either 
side of semen collection is scanty. 

Therefore. rhe present investigation was 
undertaken to monitor pre-and post-ejaculation 
testosterone levels in the blood serum of Patanwadi and 
crossbred rams. 

:vtATERIALS AND METHODS 

Six healthy rams of 3-4 years age, 3 each of 
Patanwadi and half bred Merino breeds, maintained at 
Livestock Research Station of Gujarat Agricultural 
University, Sardar Krushinagar, were utilized to collect 
blood samples 5 minutes prior and 60 minute later to semen 
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collection by AV technique using a non-estrus female as 
teaser during the breeding (Mid Augus_t to October) and 
non breeding season (December to February). The serum 
isolates from all the blood samples were obtained and 
stored frozen at -200C until the assay of testosterone by 
RIA kits ' Coat-A-Count' ( Diagnostic Product 
Corporation. Los Angeles,USA ). The accuracy of kit to 
detect hormone levels was 0.04 ng/ml with uniformly low 
co-efficient of variation. The cross reactivity of the 
antiserum was 5 percent to dihydrotestosterone. Data 
were analyzed statistically by using Randomized 
Complete Block Design (Snedecor and Cochron, 1980). 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The variations in serum concentration of 
testosterone throughout the experiment have been 
presented (Table I). The average concentration of 
hormone was observed to be higher significantly ( 6.12 ± 
0.39 ng/ml ) in Patanwadi rams in comparison to half 
bred merino rams (4.58±0.37 ng/ml ) with a range of 
0.30 to 15.05 ng/ml. Similar breed variations in testosterone 
levels have been reported by earlier researchers (Boland 
et al., 199 I, Besancon et al., and yue, 1996). However, 
the values reported by these workers stand either low or 
high in comparison to the present observations. Such a 
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Table 1. Testosterone levels (ng/ml) in serum of Patanwadi and crossbred rams 

Breed Patanwadi Crossbred 

Variance n Mean ±SE 

a. Season 
Breeding 30 6.89 ± 0.61 
Non breeding 30 5.38 ± 0.45 

b. Time 

Pre-ejaculation 30 7.38 ± 0.53 
· Post-ejaculation 30 4.89± 0.48 

Overall mean 6.12 ± 0.39 

variation in testosterone profiles might be related with 
the variable body weight and age of the animals used in 
different studies. These traits have been reported to 
influence testosterone levels in the rams (Barreto et al., 
1991: Oba et al., 1988; Karagiannidis et al., 1991 and 
Poti et al.. 1998). In the present study, a significant 
variation (P< 0.05) in testosterone was also discernible 
among the individual rams of both breeds. This finding is 
corroborated with the earlier observations of Haynes and 
Haresign ( 1987), and is I ikely to be expected as the 
circulatory levels of testosterone depend upon the 
secretion and metabolic clearance rate (Pineda and 
Faulkner. 1980), which might varie among the individuals 
of same genotype. 

Testosterone profiles were also observed to be 
influenced by the season. In Patanwadi rams. the hormone 
levels remained elevated during the breeding season in 
comparison to non-breeding season, \Vhereas, crossbred 
rams did not show such variations (Table 2). The present 
observation in Patanwadi rams corroborates the findings 

Pooled 
n Mean +SE 

30 4.68 ± 0.58 5.76 ±0.44 
30 4.44±0.48 4.93 ± 0.33 

30 6.oo ± 0.43 6.69 ± 0.35 
30 3.12 ± 0.49 4.01 ± 0.36 

4.58 ± 0.37 

of earlier studies (Rekkas et al., 1993, Gonzalez et al., 
1989 and Sarlos et al., 1996) and in crossbred rams with 
that of Gudev et al. (1989) and lllius et al. (1976). 
Photoperiodicity induces high frequency ofGnRH pulses 
followed by LH release, which in tum results. into higher 
quantity of testosterone secretion (Less. 1965). Hence, 
higher testosterone during the breeding seasons might be 
explained by the fact of variation in sensitivity of rams to 
the photoperiods. Poti et al. ( 1998) also reported a 
seasonal effect in testosterone concentration between 
the mature and young rams. 

Both breeds of rams in the pr~sent study had 
higher testosterone just prior to semen collection and 
thereafter, it decreased significantly following 60 minutes 
post ejaculation (Table 2). It is in accordance with Smith 
et al (1973) and Patel (1991) who studied this effect in 
bulls. A significant increase of testosterone has been 
reported in rains following their exposure to anoestrus 
(Knight et al, 1998) and estrus ewes (Perkins et al, 1992). 

Table 2. Effect of season and time of semen collection on serum testosterone levels in rams 

Source of variation 

Season 

Time 

Error 

Total 

d.f. 

57 

59 

• (P< 0.05). •• (P< 0.01 ); ssnon-significant 
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MSS 

Patanwadi 

34.50 

92.90 

7.25 

Crossbred 

0.89 

124.44 

6.48 

Patanwadi 

4.76* 

12.75** 

'F' 

Crossbred 

0.14NS 

19.20 ** 
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Visual and olfactory contact of rams with stimulus animals 
increases circulatory levels of testosterone (Alexander 
et al .. 1999). This finding also holds true for higher 
testosterone just prior to semen collection as the sexual 
excitement might undergone by each ram through visual 
reflexes from the teaser in the present study. 
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