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ABSTRACT 
A case of dystocia due to hydrocephalus calf in a buffalocow has been presented. Dystocia was 

relieved by incising the soft portiem of the hydrocephalus head thereby recuding foetus size. 
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Fetal anomalies and monstrosities of various 
kinds have been recorded in cattle (Roberts, 

1971) and occurs sporadically (Arthur et al., 1989) 
but reports in buffaloes are meagre. The present 
case is the successful handling of dystocia due to 
hydrocephalus calf in a buffalocow. 

A nine year old Murrah buffalocow at her full 
term was brought to the veterinary Gynaecology 
and obstetrics poly clinics, IVRI Izatnagar with the 
history of dystocia. Clinical examination revealed 
the buffalo apparently normal, the amniotic bag 
already been ruptured and the fore limbs were 
visible &om out side. On per vaginal examination 
under epidural anesthesia, it was observed that the 
fetus was in anterior presentation, dorso-sacral 
position, right lateral deviation of head and was 
tightly engaged in the birth canal. On examination 
of foetus after retropulsion, the head was found 
abnormally large with fluid accumulation. The case 
was diagnosed as hydrocephalus. 

To relieve the fetus per vaginum an incision 
was made on the soft portion of the distended 
cranium and the fluid was evacuated (Fig.). A 
Robert's hook was applied over the caranthus of 
the eye and by mutation head deviation was 
corrected. Traction was then applied at eye and fore 
limbs towards ventro-posterior direction and the 
fetus was relieved. 

After relieving the fetus, the dam was examined 
per vaginum for injuries if any, due to handling. 
The dam was normal, however, she was 
administered with calcium (450 ml,i/v), Diclofenac 
sodium (20 ml, i/ m) chlorpheneramine maleate (10 
ml/i/m), and furea bolus bolus (4 each i/ut). 
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Fig.: Hydrocephalus calf born after inciging the distended 
head 

Hydrocephalus is seen mostly in cattle 
(Balasubramanian et al., 1997, Nandkumar et al., 
1999) and rarely in buffaloes (Salunke et al., 2001) 
when the hydrocephalus is serve enough it resulll 
in dystocia and cannot be relieved by even mutation 
and forced traction and an excessive bony 
enlargement of cranium may require fetotomf 
(Roberts, 1971). However, in this case the fetus was 
relieved successfully by incising the soft portion oi 
hydrocephalic head there by reducing the fetal size 
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