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DYSTOCIA DUE TO DICEPHALUS MONOSTOMUS MONSTER IN A
JERSEY CROSS BRED HEIFER
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Dystocia due to dicephalus monostomus monster was relieved by cesarean section in a jersey cross bred

heifer
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INTRODUCTION

The incidence of fetal monsters though rare was
reported by Vanderzon et al. (1998) in cows. Fetal
monstrosities are common fetal cause of dystocia in
animals (Sharma, 2006).Varying degree of conjunction
can occur, but anterior duplication is more often seen
(Arthur et e/, 1989). Dicephalus is a malformation of
the head resulting from incomplete twinning in humans
and animals (Jenkins and Hardy, 1968). The present
communication records a rare case of dicephalus
monostomus monster causing dystocia and its
successful obstetrical management in a crossbred
Jersey heifer.

CASE HISTORY AND OBSERVATIONS

A three year old pregnant Jersey cross bred heifer
was presented to the Veterinary College and Research
Institute Teaching Hospital with the history of
unproductive labour pain for 6 hrs after rupture of water
bags. On presentation, the animal was in lateral
recumbency with edematous and lacerated vulval lips.
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Per vaginal examination revealed fully dilated cervix,
and the fetal was in anterior longitudinal presentation ,
dorso- sacral position and extended forelimbs. Fetal
movements and other reflexes were absent and the
fetus was considered to be dead. Careful examination
of the fetus revealed dicephalus monostomus condition
with normal thorax.

TREATMENT AND DISCUSSION

Attempts made to relieve the fetus per vaginally
by mutation was unsuccessful. Hence it was decided
to perform cesarean section. Following epidural and
local infiltration anesthesia with 2% lignocaine
hydrochloride, caesarean section was performed on left
lower flank as per standard procedures and a dead
female dicephalus monostomus fetus was delivered.
Routine antibiotic and supportive therapy was given
during post operative period. The cow had uneventful
recovery.

The double headed monster was fully grown female
fetus which weighed 33 kg. There was no evidence of
duplication of neck, thorax and body except head. Both
the heads were united dorso- ventrally, behind the eyes,
just near the outer canthus of the two eyes (Lefteye of
the right head and right eye of the left head) and ventrally,
the ventro-lateral aspect of the two heads were attached
at the middle portion of the mandibular region of both
sides forming an angle of 90° with each other and the
skin were intact and continuous. Both the head regions
showed exactly similar development with regard to eyes,
nostrils, muzzle, ear pinna (one ear per head) and bony
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structures. Pectoral girdle was only one with single
normally developed abdomen and pelvic part. These
observations revealed that the monster was a
“dicephalus monostomus fetus” as described by
Roberts (1971). Chandrahasan et al. 2003 reported a
Dicephalus monostomus monster in a crossbred cow
with anterior longitudinal presentation, dorso-sacral
position with extended forelimbs relieved by mutation
operation, however in the present case a similar,
Dicephalus monostomus monster could be relieved only
by cesarean section due to the small pelvic size of the
jersey crossbred heifer.

SUMMARY

Dystocia due to dicephalus monostomus was
successfully relieved by laparo-hysterotomy in a cross
bred heifer is reported.
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